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PREFACE. 



This volume includes the proceedings of nine stated 
meetings of the Society, October, 1908, to June, 1909, 
thus covering one year's activity. The records of the 
meetings in 1908 were prepared for the press by Mr. 
Julius H. Tuttle, as acting editor ; those of the subsequent 
meetings jointly by Mr. Ford, whose appointment as 
Editor became effective in January, and by Mr. Tuttle. 

The papers and material contributed apply to a wide 
field of history. Relating to the puritan poet and poet 
of the puritans, the tercentenary of the birth of John 
Milton received its due recognition. The oration of 
Dr. Everett and introductory remarks by the President 
were, at a later meeting of the Society, supplemented by 
the President's search for some marks of an immediate 
influence exerted by Milton vipon New England literature 
of the eighteenth century, in which he reached a nega- 
tive result. Incidentally, an edition of " Paradise Lost " 
was shown, with a hitherto unknown titlepage, a dis- 
covery which will be of high interest, if the investigations 
of experts establish its full authenticity. As was fit, the 
Society was represented by two of its members, at the 
Calvin celebration in Geneva, in July, 1909. 



Vlll PREFACE. 

The national celebration on Abraham Lincoln received 
informal notice in Mr. Schouler's account of Lincoln's 
visit to Massachusetts in 1848, and in the President's 
recollections of the first inaviguration in 1861. Other 
members contributed reminiscences of the man or the 
occasion. From the cabinet was shown the table used in 
the second inauguration, in 1865, and the collections 
yielded an unpublished letter, written in Lincoln's early 
political life. 

The history of the United States is treated in the 
original papers by Dr. Hall on Civil War Pensions, and 
Mr. Stanwood on Apportionment and State Rights. 
Not a little new material is printed from various manu- 
script sources. The letters of James Monroe to John 
Taylor, and the correspondence that passed between 
Martin Van Buren and George Bancroft, are contributions 
to American historical records. The battles of Bull Run 
are noticed in contributed papers and recollections. 

Massachusetts history receives ample attention, begin- 
ning with a series of letters throwing light on the English 
Church in Holland at the time of the Pilgrim migration. 
The two papers on the cutting of the cross from the 
ensign at Salem in 1634, and the letters and protests of 
the Quakers against the prosecution of their brothers in 
New England, from the collection of Mr. Greenough, 
belong to the early colonial history. To a later date 
belong the extracts from the interleaved almanacs of 
Rev. William Smith, of Weymouth, and Dr. Cotton 
Tufts, 1738-1784, and the papers of Dr. Green on 



PREFACE. IX 

Old Mile-stones leading from Boston, and Slavery at 
Groton in Provincial Times. Mention may also be made 
of Mr. Sanborn's find of some papers of Meshech Weare, 
the diary of the Siege of Louisburg, the letters on 
Lafayette's visit to the United States in 1825, and the 
two papers on church affairs in Virginia. 

In bibliography, an attempt is made to solve the 
authorship of "New Englands First Fruits" (1643), and 
to explain the printing in England of writings by New 
England clergymen, 1642-1646. 

As regards the Society and its members, the paper by 
Gov. Long on "Reminiscences of my Seventy Years' 
Education " stands first. In addition to the tributes to 
deceased members three memoirs are printed : that of 
Abbott Lawrence, by Dr. Green; that of John Elliot San- 
ford, by Mr. Dexter; and that of Charles Henry Dalton, 
by Mr. Merriman. The Society has acquired by gift 
original portraits of Hon. Stephen Higginson and James 
Sullivan, the latter honorably connected with the Society 
in its early years. By gift from a Corresponding Member, 
Mr. Horace Davis, was also obtained a copy of the 
"Boston Weekly News-Letter" of August 1, 1751, believed 
to be the only copy extant ; and by courtesy of Mr. Wilder 
D. Bancroft, the deposit of the papers of George Bancroft, 
historian, to be available for historical study. Ten years' 
occupation of the new building was an event for congratu- 
lation, and led to a needed suggestion of the President 
against the tendency to accumulate printed material of 
little or no use to the purposes of the Society. 
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The consolidated index of the Second Series of the 
Proceedings will be issued before the coming winter. 

At the charge of the Waterston Fund, No. 2, the 
Society publishes this autumn, and distributes to its 
members and exchange libraries, Dr. Green's work on 
"John Foster, the Earliest American Engraver and the 
First Boston Printer," the result of many years of 
research and investigation. 

Charles Francis Adams, 
Edward Stanwood, 
James Ford Rhodes, 

Committee. 
Boston, July 15, 1909. 



